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2010 Washington DC Thrice Yearning Ceremony and Chanting Cultivation
Event Dates: July 16 - 18
Location: U.S. Zen Institute (19225 Liberty Mill Road, Germantown, MD 20874 )

May 1, 2010
Dear Friends,

In recent years, there have been many kinds of disasters; financial turmoil has shaken the world, earthquakes are
increasing, and the food, water, and energy crises are worsening. The root cause of these sufferings comes from people
not being able to recognize the natural state of mind, which is free from attachments to greed, anger, ignorance, arrogance,
violence, stealing, sexual misconduct, and dishonesty. As a result, we have drawn innumerable and endless tragedies onto
ourselves. We must practice chanting the name of Amitabha Buddha with great sincerity in order to purify our
attachments to self-projected delusions and discrimination.

In April 2008, Venerable Master Chin Kung began to urged Pure Land societies worldwide to perform seven hundred
“Thrice Yearning and Chanting Ceremonies”, with the sincere intention to help all beings in the Dharmadhatu by
transferring merits to them. The Thrice Yearning Ceremony was established by the National Grand Master Chung Fung of
the Yuan dynasty. The ceremony consists of seven parts: reading Sutra texts, chanting “Amituofo”, listening to Dharma
lectures, meditating on and practicing Buddhist teachings, repenting wrongdoings, vowing to be reborn into the Western
Pure Land, and singing praises.

The main purpose of this ceremony is to encourage us to follow the Pure Land practice and to chant to realize the mind
that is beyond grasping. By chanting the name of Amitabha Buddha and relying on his forty-eight great vows, which
bestows great merit and inspires us with unwavering faith, this practice will guide the deceased to leave the endless cycles
of reincarnation and suffering, and ultimately, be reborn into Amitabha Buddha's Western Pure Land. This Buddhist
ceremony benefits both the living as well as the deceased.

Following Venerable Master Chin Kung's guidance, Amitabha House of U.S.A., the Washington DC Buddhist
Association, and the Amitabha Buddhist Society of Philadelphia, with utmost respect have invited Venerable Master Wu
Shin to conduct the first ever World Chanting Buddhist Ceremony in the Washington DC metropolitan area. This
ceremony includes the Thrice Yearning Ceremony and Buddha-name Chanting Cultivation. Washington DC serves as a
critical center for political, economic, and cultural development, as well as a possible bridge between spiritual
development and world affairs. By holding this Buddhist ceremony in the U.S. capital, we hope to reintegrate proper
mindsets and behavior to join together to chant for world peace and bring joy to all sentient beings.

With this excellent opportunity and karmic connections, we cordially and respectfully invite all of you to come together in
attending this special meritorious gathering. With all due respect, Namo Amitabha Buddha!

Buddhist Ceremony Schedule:

July 15 (Thursday): Out-of-state participants arrival/check-in. Check-in location: Best Western Hotel & Suites, 1251 West
Montgomery Avenue, Rockville, MD 20850 Telephone: (301)424-4940

July 16, 17 (Friday and Saturday): Buddha-name Chanting (Please see the attached information and registration form).
July 18 (Sunday): Thrice Yearning Ceremony (Please see the attached information and registration form).

July 19 (Monday): One-day Washington DC City Tour and Farewell Dinner (Please see the attached registration form).
July 20 (Tuesday): Transporting out-of-state participants to airport.

Note 1: The entire 3-day event will take place at U.S. Zen Institute. From 1-270, take exit 15B toward Germantown Rd
(MD-118) South. On MD-118 South, stay on the left lane. Drive for 2 miles, and turn left into Wisteria Dr. Then turn
right at Walter Johnson Rd, which becomes Liberty Mill Rd toward its end where no car may pass through. At this point,
turn right into the MARC train station’s parking lot. After parking, walk along the red brick path toward Liberty Mill Rd
direction for about 3 to 5 minutes. U.S. Zen Institute is on your left hand side. Please see the attached map.



Note 2: During the Buddhist ceremony, everything is provided free of charge. Each day, water and vegetarian lunch and
dinner will be supplied. We will also be distributing free Dharma materials (books, DVDs, etc) and souvenir gifts to
participants. We welcome individual requests to dedicate and transfer the merit from the Thrice Yearning Ceremony to
your loved ones, living or deceased. Neatly print the names of the people to whom you want to dedicate and transfer merit.
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer for the event, please indicate this on the registration form. Due to limited
space, please fill out and return all the attached registration forms at your earliest convenience. The deadline for
registration is June 16, 2010. Please return the completed registration forms by email to amitabhahouse@gmail.com or by
fax to (703)591-4740 or by mail to:

3101 South Manchester St., #810
Falls Church, VA 22044

You may obtain the registration form in the following locations:

o Maxim Jewelry, 466 Hungerford Dr., Rockville, MD

e United Realty, Inc., 2240 C Gallows Rd., Vienna, VA

e DaHsin Co., 811 7th St. NW, Washington, DC.

e Goddess of Heaven Temple, 644 University Blvd., Silver Spring, MD

For any questions, please contact Amitabha House of U.S.A.: (703)845-0186, Brother Ley: (202)257-9533, Sister Gong:
(703)899-9391, Brother Mo: (202) 257-0100, or email to amitabhahouse@gmail.com.

Sincerely,
Amitabha House of U.S.A.

Washington DC Buddhist Association
Amitabha Buddhist Society of Philadelphia



